
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS INFORMATIONAL 

AND GENERAL AFFAIRS MEETING MINUTES 

 

March 30, 2026 

 

The Informational and General Affairs Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of 

Upper St. Clair, duly advertised and posted in accordance with law, was called to order at 

approximately 7:30 PM, Monday, March 30, 2026, at the Township of Upper St. Clair Municipal 

Building, Board of Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Upper St. Clair, PA, 15241. 

 

PRESENT: Commissioner Burlingame President 

Commissioner Graves  Vice President 

Commissioner Herrod 

Commissioner Madden 

Commissioner Pardini 

Commissioner Plutko 

Commissioner Thomas 

  

Mark S. Mansfield  Assistant Township Manager 

Kristen Burch    Director of Finance 

  Adam A. Benigni  Director of Planning and Community Development 

  Irving Firman   Township Attorney 

  Michael Galet   Township Engineer 

  Laura Long   Recording Secretary  

 

EXCUSED: Matthew R. Serakowski Township Manager 

 

 

PUBLIC: One member of the public was in attendance. 

 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 

 

Commissioner Burlingame asked if there were any citizens’ comments. 

 

Mr. Matt Amick, 192 Devonwood Drive, stated he attended a meeting on October 7, 2024 to raise 

concerns regarding speed on Devonwood Drive.  Mr. Amick stated the neighborhood has gotten 

younger over the years and he has four kids under the age of seven. Mr. Amick indicated that many 

high school drivers use Devonwood, Blairmont, and Truxton Drive to travel to the high school and 

he observes their driving behaviors as he walks his kids to the bus stop which prompted him to reach 

out to the Township with concerns that speeds along these roads are dangerous during school 

commute times.  

 

Mr. Amick stated he previously initiated a request to the Township with a petition signed by 36 

households for a traffic study in his neighborhood.  Mr. Amick stated the study was conducted; 

however, he raised concerns regarding the validity of the data since Murdstone was closed for 

roadwork throughout the study which would affect student drivers using an alternate route since they 

wouldn’t be accessing Devonwood due to the closure. Mr. Amick indicated he believes the 

neighborhood did not meet the criteria for traffic calming due to this closure. 
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Mr. Amick indicated that many households in his neighborhood reach out to him for updates and 

continue to share his concerns that there is a need for additional traffic calming in their neighborhood.  

He shared that he and his neighbors have witnessed students pass stopped busses in the opposing lane 

while their flashing stop signs were on. He indicated that he has been in touch with the Director of 

Planning & Community Development who indicated that Township Staff has discussed utilizing 

speed signs to gather additional data.  Mr. Amick stated his neighborhood has been encouraged to 

attend next week’s Board meeting to voice their concerns. 

 

Commissioner Burlingame thanked Mr. Amick for attending the meeting and shared that the Board 

has been debriefed by Staff on the traffic study and will be watching closely as Staff continues to 

work towards resolving the concerns expressed. 

 

Commissioner Plutko inquired if the Township can obtain data from the school buses.  In response, 

Lieutenant Lindenfelser stated that data is typically shared with the Police Department on the day of 

an infraction. 

 

Commissioner Herrod stated he drove along and visited Mr. Amick’s neighborhood on Saturday and 

Sunday and did not witness any speeding during that time.  Commissioner Herrod noted there is a 

hill crest two houses up from Mr. Amick’s that could cause issues with seeing cars on the other side 

of the crest and create safety issues for students at bus stops. 

 

Mr. Benigni stated when the traffic engineer conducted the study, they accounted for the hill crest 

and two traffic islands.  Mr. Benigni offered to forward the completed study to the Commissioners to 

review again. 

 

Commissioner Burlingame requested that Staff gather additional data.  In response, Mr. Benigni 

stated that radar signs can be utilized to collect additional data regarding speed and volumes to assist 

the Board in determining if the traffic engineer should be utilized for an additional study of this area. 

 

Commissioner Thomas inquired if the Murdstone Road closure could have affected the traffic study 

adversely.  In response, Mr. Benigni stated the Township Traffic Engineer was aware of the closure 

and did not indicate that it adversely impacted the data.  Mr. Benigni stated that Mr. Amick previously 

met with him and the Township Traffic Engineer to review the study results in greater detail at the 

Township’s Office of Planning & Community Development. 

 

Additional discussion ensured between the Commissioners regarding Commissioner Herrod’s 

observations surrounding the hill crest and time of day he visited the neighborhood last weekend. 

 

Commissioner Burlingame asked Staff to provide more information for the Board prior to next week’s 

meeting. 

 

Noting no additional questions from the Board and no additional citizens in attendance, 

Commissioner Burlingame moved on with the meeting. 
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INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – OLD  

 

None. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – NEW BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – OTHER 

 

None. 

 

OTHER AGENDA AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

Discussion Re. Recognition. 

Commissioner Burlingame stated he will present the Proclamation recognizing April 19 – 25, 2026, 

as National Library Week in Upper St. Clair, at the Regular Meeting next Monday, April 6, 2026. 

 

Discussion Re. Approval of Contracts. 

Commissioner Burlingame asked Mr. Mansfield to review each of the contracts listed on the Agenda 

so that the Board may ask any questions following each item: 

 

• Public Works Vehicles and Equipment 

 

Mr. Mansfield stated Staff is seeking approval to purchase the following Public Works vehicles and 

equipment in accordance with the Fleet and Equipment Replacement Schedule:  

Public Works Vehicle Vendor Bid/GSA Amount 

Two (2) 2026 Ford F-600 4x4 Cab 

and Chassis  

Tri Star Motors,  

Blairsville, PA 

COSTARS Contract 

#025-E22-550 

$119,280.00 

    

Public Works Equipment Vendor Bid/GSA Amount 

Two (2) 9’ Aluminum Dump Body 

Upfit with stainless steel tailgate 

salt spreader, salt and liquid 

dispensing system and 9’ snowplow  

Stephenson 

Equipment, Inc. 

Lilly, PA 

COSTARS Contract 

#25-E22-432 

$150,044.00 

 

The Public Works vehicles and equipment are allocated in the Township’s 2026 Capital Projects 

Budget. 

 

Staff will recommend that the proper Township officials be authorized to enter into contracts with 

the above referenced vendors in the amounts indicated at the April 6, 2026 Regular Meeting of the 

Board.   

 

Commissioner Burlingame asked if there were any questions from the Board, and there were none. 
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• Municipal Building Sidewalk Railings 

 

Mr. Mansfield stated various railing replacements are needed to complete the recent improvements 

around the Township Municipal Building. The proposed updated design will also meet current 

building code. 

 

The Township received multiple quotes for the desired improvements, and Groll Ornamental Iron 

Works provided the best responsible quote for the Municipal Building Sidewalk Railings that include 

primer, topcoat and installation cost in the amount of $61,870.  

 

This purchase is allocated in the Township’s 2026 Capital Projects Budget.  

 

Staff will recommend that the proper Township Officials be authorized to enter into a contract with 

Groll Ornamental Iron Works in the amount of $61,870 at the April 6, 2026 Regular Meeting of the 

Board.   

 

In response to Commissioner Plutko’s inquiry, Mr. Mansfield stated that this project was put out to 

bid twice and approximately three quotes were received. 

 

Commissioner Burlingame asked if there were any additional questions from the Board, and there 

were none. 

 

Discussion Re. Option to be Included in the Allegheny County Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) and Home Investment Partnerships Programs.  

 Mr. Mansfield stated Allegheny County is required to qualify every three years as an Urban County 

to receive Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment Partnerships 

(HOME) funds from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The County 

must notify municipalities of the option to either be included in or excluded from (opt-in/opt-out) 

participation in the CDBG and HOME programs for the next three-year cycle, for program years 

2027, 2028, and 2029 (CD Years 53-55). 

  

 Allegheny County Economic Development (ACED) has requested that the Township of Upper St. 

Clair continue to participate in Allegheny County’s CDBG and HOME programs for the next three 

program years beginning July 1, 2027 and ending June 30, 2029.  

 

Staff will prepare the appropriate Resolution to “opt-in” to be included in these programs and will 

recommend that the Resolution be adopted at the April 6, 2026 Regular Meeting of the Board. 

 

Commissioner Burlingame asked if there were any questions from the Board, and there were none. 

 

Discussion Re. Approval for a Grant Application Through the Department of Community and 

Economic Development for the Upper St. Clair Montour Trail Access Feasibility Assessment. 

Mr. Benigni stated the Township desires to apply for funding through the Department of Community 

and Economic Development (DCED) Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program (GTRP) from the 

Commonwealth Financing Authority (CFA) for the Upper St. Clair Montour Trail Access Feasibility 

Assessment. 

 

This assessment will determine the feasibility for the development of approximately 2.3 miles of 

shared-use trail routes that will create a direct connection between Boyce Mayview Park and the 
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existing Montour Trail in Peters Township.  This project will improve regional connectivity, expand 

recreational opportunities, and increase access to Township parks all while supporting non-motorized 

transportation for residents and visitors. 

 

Staff will prepare the appropriate Resolution for the April 6, 2026, Regular Board Meeting to 

authorize Mark S. Mansfield, Assistant Township Manager, to file all applications, documents, and 

forms between the Township and DCED. 

 

Commissioner Burlingame asked if there were any questions from the Board, and there were none.  

 

GENERAL AFFAIRS 

 

Review of the Informational and General Affairs Meeting Minutes of February 23, 2026. 

Commissioner Plutko moved to approve the Informational and General Affairs Meeting Minutes of 

February 23, 2026. This was seconded by Commissioner Thomas and carried with a 7-0 voice vote. 

 

Consideration of the March 2026 Bill Sheet. 

Commissioner Burlingame stated the Board received the Bill Sheet March 27, 2026 by email and 

there were no questions submitted.  Commissioner Plutko moved for approval of the March 2026 Bill 

Sheet, which was seconded by Commissioner Herrod and approved with a 7-0 voice vote. 

 

Acknowledge Receipt of Financial Statements for the Two-Month Period ending February 28, 2026. 

Commissioner Burlingame acknowledged receipt of the Financial Statements for the two-month 

period ending February 28, 2026 and stated they are available at the Township offices for review.  

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

 

Commissioner Burlingame stated that the Board will be meeting later this evening for an additional 

Executive Session to discuss legal and personnel matters. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Commissioner Pardini moved to adjourn the Informational & General Affairs Meeting, which was 

seconded by Commissioner Plutko.  This was approved by a 7-0 voice vote, and the meeting was 

adjourned at approximately 7:50 PM. 

 

 

Laura Long 

Recording Secretary 

March 30, 2026 
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LITIGATION REPORT - SUMMARY 

March 26, 2026 

 

I. CASES WHERE TOWNSHIP IS PLAINTIFF  

 

A. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Deborah E. McPherson & David C. Mesko (AR-25-

7328) (Court of Common Pleas) 

B. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Kerry L. Turner (No. CV-138-2025) (Magistrate 

Arnoni) 

C. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Matthew Weiss (No. CV-118-2025) (Magistrate Arnoni) 

D. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Gokalp Ilkcan (No. CV-197-2025) (Magistrate Arnoni) 

E. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Ronald Riso (CV-244-2025) (Magistrate Arnoni) 

F. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Daniel M. Evans (CV-313-2025) (Magistrate Arnoni) 

G. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Mehul Vakil (CV-314-2025) (Magistrate Arnoni) 

H. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Rene Marasco (CV-3-2026) (Magistrate Arnoni) 

I. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Grand Old Properties, LLC (No case number assigned) 

(Magistrate Arnoni) 

J. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Naheeda Shaikh (No case number assigned) (Magistrate Arnoni) 

K. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Irene Verzelli (No case number assigned) (Magistrate Arnoni)    

II. CASES WHERE TOWNSHIP IS DEFENDANT NOT DEFENDED BY  

INSURANCE CARRIER 

 

III.  CASES WHERE UPPER ST. CLAIR IS DEFENDANT AND INSURANCE 

COMPANY IS DEFENDING  

 
A. Jeffrey S. Valperga et ux. vs. The Municipal Authority of the Township of Upper St. Clair, 

Township of Upper St. Clair, and Municipality of Bethel Park, GD 20-9879 (Allegheny County).  

B. HUD Fair Housing Complaint (Jason Depp). 

  

C. Estate of Stephen A. Stasenko vs. Township of Upper St. Clair et al., GD 23-3656 

(Allegheny County). 

  

D. Susan Shepherd as Administratrix of the Estate of Chris Shepherd vs. Township of 

Upper St. Clair, (GD 24-2215) (Allegheny County) 
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IV. OTHER LITIGATION INCLUDING BANKRUPTCY MATTERS 

 

V. LAND USE 

 

 

A. Matthew Weiss vs. Township of Upper St. Clair Zoning Hearing Board (No. SA 25-

000453) (Allegheny County): 

 

 

VI. OTHER LEGAL MATTERS 

 

A. United States Environmental Protection Agency Action  

  Pursuant To 33 U.S.C. §138 

 

B. M & D Properties Board of Viewers, No. GD20-10982  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


